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LETTER FROM OUR DIRECTOR 
 
Welcome to the sixth edition of the CTE News, the Tempe Union High School 
District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs.  TUHSD has over 7000 students currently enrolled in 
22 different CTE programs in our district. ranging from Culinary to  Engineering, 
Automotive Technology to Technical Theatre, and many more.  
 
March has been a very busy month for CTE in the district.  Many of our CTSO’s 
are in their competition seasons, and all are preforming well.  So far we have seen 
great success with our students in DECA and Robotics, and  many of our other 
clubs gearing up for their competitions.  In addition, we had over 200 CTE stu-
dents attend out Career Day with The Suns on March 17th.  At this event, our 
students learned about how the skills they are learning in their CTE classes can be 
applied to careers in the sports and entertainment industry.  In addition, at this 
event the Mountain Point Engineering and Marketing students tied in the show-
case.  Finally all of our programs are doing final preparations for the CTE state 
testing and Industry Certification testing scheduled throughout April. 
 
This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at McClintock Sol High 
School.  McClintock High School has seen great success in their CTE programs in 
the past, and as you will see in this month’s featured articles, these successes are 
ongoing. 
 
We hope you enjoy the information shared in this newsletter, and look forward to 
sharing more information with you in the future! 
 
Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 
 

 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 

 March 27-April 7:  EVIT  Visits  

 March 27—MTP 
 March 29—CDS 
 March 31—MHS and CHS 
 April 3—DVH 
 April 5—THS 
 April 7—MDN 

 

 April 7-April 21:  Spring CTE 
end-of-program  assessments 

 

 April 24-May8:  Advisory  
Committee Meetings 

 April 24—Business 
 April 25—Biotech 
 April 27—Tech Theatre 
 April 28—Early Childhood 
 May 2—Digital Comm. 
 May 3—Fashion/Interior 
 May 4—Culinary 
 May 5—LPS 
 May 8—Engineering and      

Software Development 
 

 May 9:  CTE Student Recogni-
tion Night at DVH  

 

 May 22-23:  Program  Lead  
Orientation 

 

 May 24—June 9:  CTE Sum m er 
Professional Development 

 

 July 15-19:  ACTEAZ Summer 
Conference in Tucson, AZ 

 



 
 

WHAT ARE   
MHS  STUDENTS  

SAYING ABOUT CTE? 
 
 

"Biotech is a great class.  Through-
out the year, I've learned so much 
about laboratory procedure and 
bioscience.  I'm really glad I took 
the class this year!" 

~ Erin Granillo, Biotech 1-2 
 

"Biotech 1-2 is taking biology to the 
next level.  Applying technology to 
biology is an amazing class.  You get 
to experience the lab work side of 
science while enjoying the various, 
unique experiments and pro-
jects.  Overall, it's a very fun class 
and Mrs. Burchard is an awesome 
teacher!" 

~ TJ Pfluger, Biotech 1-2 
 

“Going to the AIPA Convention, I 
learned how to create strong feature 
stories on people and events around 
my school, which is an important 
skill for me as a managing editor for 
one of our publications.” 

~ Katelyn Showers,  
Digital Communications 

 

“We like our CTE courses because 
they are technology based, so we 
can use the skills we learn in class in 
an ever growing field; they provide 
a base of knowledge in school that is 
usually not offered; and the classes 
are hands-on and interactive.” 

~ MHS Students, Business 
 

“I liked the activities we did such as 
the crime scene and mock trial.  
Getting involved and acting as peo-
ple in the field was an effective way 
to learn the content and about the 
industry.  I learned about laws and 
confirmed my interest in pursuing a 
career in criminal justice  ” 

~ Allyson Trainor, Criminal Justice 
 
“I enjoy enrolling in CTE courses 
because they allow you to be crea-
tive and contain more hands-on 
material than seat work. Last of all, 
they can help me develop many 
useful life skills for the future.  Spe-
cifically, the Culinary Arts course 
will impact my future by exposing 
me to the art of cooking. This helps 
me develop the life skills of being 
able to cook food for my family, 
read recipes, and properly use the 
kitchen supplies that are provided. 
Additionally, we learn how to work 
together and communicate during 
our labs in Culinary. This will really 
impact my future because regard-
less of how intelligent or strong you 
are, there are limits to working 
alone all the time. In order to get 
things done efficiently and with 
quality, you have to learn how to 
work together”  

~ Nancy Vu, Culinary Arts  

Fun Fact:  McClintock High School is 
named after James H. McClintock (1864-
1934).  Captain McClintock commanded 
Troop B for Teddy Roosevelt’s Rough 
Riders.  

 
MCCLINTOCK STUDENTS ARE 

EXPLORINGNEW WORLDS IN BIOTECHNOLOGY 
 

Brittany Burchard, Biotechnology 

This semester, the students have performed a successful transformation lab, 
as well as electrophoresis work with restriction enzymes.  We took a field 
trip to the Grand Canyon University Anatomy Lab, where students got an 
up close look at the work that happens there.  They had the opportunity to 
talk to the students who work in the lab, and they were shown a cadaver, as 
well as various different organs.  The students at GCU told them about their 

studies and if there was an issue with the organ being shown or the cadaver.  The Biotech 
3-4 class is finishing their OSHA class to earn a certification in workplace safety, and then 
will be training for their biotechnician assisting test. 
 
McClintock is sending 11 students to the HOSA State Leadership Conference in April.  One 
of our students, Steven Chen, placed 1st on his Online Test to qualify which is fantastic!  
 
Also, five of our students got accepted to the USDA Summer     
Internship!   
  

AUTOMOTIVE STUDENTS  
“SHOW OFF” DURING THE MHS  

6TH ANNUAL CAR SHOW 
 

John Hankinson, Automotive Tech 
 

The 6th annual car show was hosted at 
McClintock High School on January 20.  It was 
a great success with many cars featured and 
enjoyed by the students and staff of the school. 

 

MCCLINTOCK CONSTRUCTION STUDENTS ARE  
BUILDING THEIR FUTURES 

 

Steve Baily, Construction 

The McClintock High School Advanced Construction students recently attend-
ed Arizona Construction and Career Days at the Papago Park AZ Army Na-
tional Guard facility in Phoenix.   The students had an opportunity to visit 
companies from many trade fields and experience driving heavy equipment, 
cranes, and more. 

 
The event was hosted by the Arizona Association for Construction Career De-
velopment (AZCCD).  This organization supports the growing need for students, 
teachers and career counselors to understand better the many career opportuni-
ties that are available in the construction industry.  From the beginning, AZCCD 

has been an example of public-private partnerships. As evidence of the interest 
in the construction industries in the AZCCD events, statistics show that there 
have been more than 340 exhibitor displays and 400 pieces of equipment for 
participants to experience. 
 

MCCLINTOCK HIGH 



PHOTO AND GRAPHICS  
STUDENTS KEEP GREAT 

MEMORIES ALIVE 
 

Leanne Smith, Graphics and        
Photography 

 

Photography and Graphics students have 
had much success this year.  Here are 
some things we have done.  A group of 
both Photo and Graphics students joined 
Skills USA with several participating in the 
Fall Leadership Conference in October.  
Several Photo and Graphics students par-
ticipated in the Tempe Center for the Arts' 
Arts Career Day in the fall of 2016.  Photo 
and Graphics students participated in the 
Tempe Festival of the Arts Young Artist 
Exhibit for the second time as well. They 
entered some very nice artwork and were 
excited to participate, because so many 
were able to sell their artwork in the De-
cember exhibit.  Graphics students have 
made posters for some of the athletic 
teams, as well as for Fine Arts Department 
performances.  One of our Graphics stu-
dents, Takaki Sugiyama, participated in an 
internship with 3Monkeys, a local design 
company. They were so happy with his 
work that he was hired at the end of his 
internship.  Photo and Graphics students 
have also taken several field trips to muse-
ums to learn about artists working in their 
media areas as well as museum proce-
dures for mounting exhibits. They will be 
going to the Tempe Center for the Arts and 
the ASU Art Museum in April. Part of that 
field trip will involve more behind the 
scenes learning about museum practices.  
 
Last spring a number of photo and 
graphics students earned Adobe Associate 
Certification. They have been using their 
expertise to help other students in their 
classes.  

MCCLINTOCK STUDENTS ARE IN THE NEWS  
FOR DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Karen Crane, Digital Communications 

On October 27, 2016 thirteen MHS Digital Communications students attended the an-
nual AIPA fall convention at Arizona State University.  Students who attend the conven-
tion may select two workshop sessions they find interesting and want to learn more 
about.  Katelyn Showers went to sessions about how a newsroom works and  about writ-
ing feature stories applying strong journalistic writing techniques.  Learning more about 
digital communications and seeing how other schools organize their teams to prepare 
their publications is an interesting opportunity for participants attending the conven-
tion. 

 
At the end of the convention, the AIPA held an awards ceremony to 
recognize schools for their accomplishments with their publications, 
MHS students won 11 awards for their work on the Guidon 
McClintock High School Newspaper.   
 

Students have also attended a SkillsUSA Conference this year and will be  going to a 
national competition in Seattle, Washington during April this spring. 

MCCLINTOCK EARLY CHILDHOOD IS ON THE MOVE! 
 

Deanna Smith, Early Childhood Education 
The McClintock Early Childhood Advanced and Beginning stu-
dents, along with the McClintock Early Learning Center Little 
Macs, have been on the “go” this semester.  The third annual 
Trike-a-thon was held in February with fifteen preschoolers, early 
childhood students, staff, instructors and Tempe Police racking 
up laps to raise money for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  Besides 
having fun and raising money for charity, the event provided the opportunity for high 
school and preschool students to learn about bike safety, public service careers and 
gross motor skills necessary for lap racing. 

 
The Early Childhood Advanced students attended The Cat in the Hat 
play, performed by Childs Play, a Tempe-based dramatic ensemble, 
specializing in children’s drama.  Attendance at the play allowed the 
students a frame of reference as they prepared curriculum for “Dr. 
Suess” week in the preschool.  “Dr. Suess” week emphasized early 
reading, literacy and writing skills needed in preparation for kinder-
garten.  The Advanced students, along with Early Childhood students 

from the other TUHSD CTE programs, visited the Arizona Science Museum in down-
town Phoenix.  Students will be utilizing knowledge gained from this field trip in up-
coming preschool lesson plans.   They will use their understanding of key topics in 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) to provide op-
portunities for our Little Macs to deepen their learning connections, 
practice higher order thinking skills, and build their knowledge about 
the world around them. 

 

BUSINESS AND WEB  
STUDENTS  ARE PREPARING 
FOR MARKET DAY SUCCESS 

 

David, Taylor, Business 
 

Students from Ms. Bondurant’s Entrepre-
neurship class and Mr. Taylor’s Business 
Management class have been preparing 
for the spring market day on April 20, 
2017. Students have been conducting 
market research, organizing roles and 
responsibilities, and planning product 
designs.   Market day students have also 
been collaborating with their peers from 
Mr. Taylor’s Web Design class who will 
design and build websites to showcase 
market day products. Students, staff, and 
community members will be able to order 
products through the websites which will 
be published at the end of March. Visit 
http://www.mhsmarketday.com for more 
info.  

DECA COMPETITION SUCCESS 
David Taylor, Business 

 

Twelve McClintock DECA students travelled to Tucson to compete in this year’s state 
competition. The following students experienced success:   Anthony Sanchez placed 
1st in his section on the Marketing Communications Event, Day 1.  Aspen Showers 
placed 1st in her section on the Apparel and Accessories Marketing Event, Day 1.  Lina 
Ellis and Belany Zhang placed 3rd in their section on the Marketing Management 
Team Event, Day 1.  Thomas Kaplan, Alex Hifler, and Lina Ellis were awarded medals 
for placing in the top 10% of students on the Marketing cluster test. 

 
Unfortunately, none of our students qualified for the national competi-
tion this year. However, they had a great experience and will come back 
strong next year! 
 

SPORTS MARKETING IS UP AND RUNNING   
 

This year, McClintock introduced Sports and Entertainment Marketing to its campus. 
Students are having a great time learning marketing concepts in this fun and interac-
tive class. Additionally, students have experienced real world learning by attending 
industry events including the Arizona Cardinals stadium tour, the Phoenix Suns Ca-
reer Development Conference, and various DECA activities.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Math:   
 
After learning about budgeting, car and home-ownership, 
consumer credit and loans, checking and savings accounts, 
stock market investing, taxes, and retirement planning, 
students will be applying their skills as financial plan-
ners.  Being a financial planner is a possible career for 
many students and learning the basics of financial literacy 
is the first step!  Each team of three will be given a case 
study to evaluate and then propose a financial plan to meet 
their customer needs.   
 
One team of three students opted to take on the Stock Mar-
ket Challenge for a semester project.  They have tracked 
their investments for 9 weeks, earning a highest ranking of 
35th in the nation just before Spring Break.  After a week 
off, they noticed their ranking fell and started planning 
their response.  Hearing the discussions about health care, 
elections in Europe, and the turmoil from the middle-east 
and Korea show they know the NYSE is reflecting uncer-
tainty.  Knowing they are discussing what response they 
should plan, and then weighing of different factors hopeful-
ly will translate into a higher ranking by the end of the 
Challenge.  Go Chargers! 
 
 
Entrepreneurship:   
 
Last semester was Ms. Bondurant’s first ever Market 
Day.  Students learned about ordering product, quality con-
trol, management of assets, and business for-
mation.  Overall, students felt positive about their experi-
ence, even if they did not earn money.  Take a look at mhs-
marketday.com for the products offered last fall.  This 
spring a new group of Entrepreneurship students, along 
with Mr. Taylor’s Marketing students, will be hosting an-
other Market Day. The website will change at the end of 
March to reflect the new items.   
 
 
Homecoming Bonfire: 
 
DECA hosted a game and cookie booth during the MHS 
bonfire.  The skills needed for the game were to stand up a 
bottle using only a hoop on a string to earn a free cook-
ie.  Many tried, few were successful!  We earned enough 
money to offer partial scholarships to the DECA Leadership 
Seminar at Gila River Arena in October.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DECA Leaderhip: 
 
In September, Ray Abramusic and Gissel Giles attended the 
DECA Fall Leaderhip Conference outside Heber, AZ.  They 
learned about leadership and membership drives.  The ac-
tivities they participated in showed them they have what it 
takes to lead a group and have fun completing a seemingly 
impossible task.  

 

MCCLINTOCK STUDENTS MEAN BUSINESS! 
 

Peggy Bondurant, Business 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arizona Law Enforcement Academy Experience: 
 
Through their Criminal Justice class, students were able to 
attend an Arizona Law Enforcement Academy field trip.    
Jason Hall of the Phoenix Police Department helped organize 
and facilitate this field experience.  Jason is also a member of 
our Law and Public Safety program advisory committee.  We 
appreciate his support, dedication, and mentorship.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aspire: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Crime Scene Simulation: 
 
Last November, during one of their Criminal Justice classes, 
students were able to participate in a highly engaging crime 
scene investigation simulation.  This is a valuable learning 
experience that students look forward to all semester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Culinary 1-2: 
 
Culinary 1-2 is preparing for some great opportunities to pro-
vide some treats for hardworking teachers and staff at MHS the 
weeks of AZMerit testing.   They have been working through the 
eFoodhandlers, Inc. online learning module and taking the test 
to earn their very own AZ Foodhandlers Card.  The online 
course and test are free and students can receive a card to work 
in the field that will be valid for a year in Maricopa County.  The 
students are very proud when they complete the course and pass 
the test and can't wait to print out their cards.   
 
Culinary 1-2 also had an opportunity to work on digital projects 
that showcased their creativity and culinary skills.  Students had 
a variety of project options which included creating and design-
ing digital cookbooks using the free site www.cliptomize.com or 
producing the very-popular culinary videos using free apps on 
smartphones.  With Cliptomize they can SHARE with family and 
friends all over the world.  I had an exchange student, Carmen 
Lopez Gil, who designed one and shared with her family in 
Spain and was so proud to show them what she was making in 
the culinary lab over here in the U.S.  The students enjoyed get-
ting out of their seats, collaborating together, and showing off 
their creative side.   
 
 
Culinary 3-4 and 5-6: 
 
Culinary 3-4 and 5-6 is working through the rigorous ServSafe 
food safety training and certification program.  They are work-
ing through each chapter diligently taking notes and learning 
through the real-world scenarios and case studies.  I have ex-
plained to them that ServSafe represents the highest standard in 
food safety training and certification and is accepted in ALL 50 
states.  This is a great opportunity for our Culinary students 
since the restaurant field is so competitive.  The ServSafe Food 
Protection Manager Certification will really help them stand out 
among a crowd of applicants.  I can't wait to see how well they 
do! 

 
 

 

MCCLINTOCK STUDENTS INVESTIGATE 
AND SOLVE CRIMINAL CASES IN LAW 

AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

Kim McElwain 

MCCLINTOCK STUDENTS  ARE 
COOKING IN CULINARY ARTS 

 

Jaclyn McClymonds 



“We may not be able to prepare the future for our children, but we can at 
least prepare our children for the future.”  ~ Franklin D. Roosevelt 

CTE ADE 
ASSESSMENTS 

Day Date School 

Friday April 7 CDS 

Monday April 11 MDN* 

Wednesday April 12 MHS* 

Thursday April 10 CHS* 

Tuesday April 18 MTP 

Thursday April 20 THS 

Friday April 21 DVH 

We administered the practice CTE End of 
Program Assessment to over 1,100 of our 
students in November.  Preliminary re-
sults show that over 65% of our students met 
or exceeded the new cut scores. We look 
forward to all our students passing the final 
this spring. 

 

 
 

Spring 2017 Testing Dates 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS 

 
 

TUHSD DECA Students Own Their  Competitive Event Performances and Their Futures 
 

Shauna Demers, CTE Staff Development Coordinator 
 
 

 

Our Tempe Union High School District Business and Marketing students travelled to Tucson, Arizona February 27 to compete in a 
variety of DECA state events.  Many of our students across the district experienced success and were recognized during the grand 
awards ceremony Tuesday afternoon.  Thirty-six TUHSD students qualified to advance and compete at the DECA International Con-
ference in Anaheim, California April 26-29, 2017.  To advance, students needed to place in the state top five overall for their competi-
tive event or be one of the region finalists for a DECA national online challenge.  Thirteen TUHSD students placed first overall in their 
events. 
 
Additionally, one of our students from Corona Del Sol, Haleigh Bemis, was selected to be a DECA state officer for the 2017-2018 
school year.  This is a huge honor, and Haleigh has a busy and exciting journey ahead of her preparing for and carrying out the im-
portant leadership responsibilities required in her new role. 

 

Career and Technical 
Education 

 

Tempe Union High School District 
500 West Guadalupe Road 

Tempe, AZ 85283 
Phone: 480-839-0292 

 

GEEKS  
NIGHT OUT 

The 6th Annual Geeks Night 
Out event was held on Thursday, 
March 2, 2017 at the Tempe  Com-
munity Complex.  TUHSD Career   
and Technical Education programs 
had booths in the areas of science, 
engineering, robotics, construction, 
sustainability, culinary, fashion de-
sign, 3D animation, biotechnology, 
fine arts, and coding. 

From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

 

Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 

Julie Bisby 
Administrative Assistant 
jbisby@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 

Aaron Golamb 
CTE Technician 
agolamb@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 
 
 

Michelle Crary 
CTE Staff Development and  
Accountability Coordinator 
mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 

Shauna Demers 
CTE Staff Development  
Coordinator 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 

CTE INDUSTRY 
CERTIFICATION 

The industry certifications for all 
CTE programs have begun.  Teach-
ers, if you have not scheduled your 
industry certification, please con-
tact Michelle Crary or your CTE 
Support Specialist.   We would like 
to administer the industry certifi-
cation before April (where appro-
priate) to avoid conflicts with 
AzMerit, CTE ADE assessment, 
Accuplacer, AIMS Science, Civics 
retakes, AP testing, and monitor-
ing visits.  
 
 

If you have questions about your 
industry certification, please con-
tact Michelle Crary 
mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us. 

*  Please note date changes. 

CTE Student Recognition Night 
 

Desert Vista Auditorium 
 

Tuesday, May 9, 2017 
 

6:00 pm—8:00 pm 
 

Please join us to honor CTE students and teachers. 


